[A clinical study of six cases of toxic shock-like syndrome by group A Streptococcus].
We have encountered six cases with toxic shock-like syndrome (TSLS) by Group A Streptococcus since 1978. Every patient had from the onset flu-like symptoms or high fever and immediately developed some of the following clinical signs: hypotension, acute renal failure, disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC), and adult respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS). Three of the six patients died with rapid clinical courses and three survived. As for the surviving patients, early administration of antibiotics and anti-DIC therapy were effective. Streptococcus pyogenes were isolated from the blood in five of the patients, ascites from another, and necrotizing tissue in one patient. The serovars of the isolated strains were typed as T1/M1 in three, T8 in one, and T28 in another. The toxin-type of the strains were typed as B in four and B + C in one. Though there have been few reports of TSLS before 1992 in Japan, it is supposed that many TSLS cases may have potentially occurred.